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Riddlesdown Nature Reserve 

 
Riddlesdown Nature Reserve was acquired by London Wildlife Trust (LWT) in 1999, 
a small portion of the larger Riddlesdown SSSI most of which is owned and manged 
by the City of London. 
 
This reserve is on the southern borders of the SSSI, and is characterised by 
variation between chalk, clay and gravel substrates, particularly where badgers have 
made recent excavations. It is a result of arising from the excavation of material from 
the adjacent railway cutting dug in 1885-7.  
 
Two habitat types can be found here. Mixed native broad-
leaved and yew woodland cover majority of the site. 
Common species are field maple, Norway maple, 
sycamore, hazel, hawthorn, ash, white-beam, 
pedunculate oak and yew.  Ground flora is dominated by 
ivy, wood avens, and dog’s mercury, whilst primrose and 
sanicle are frequent. In addition, white helleborine can be 
found here. 
 
 
The area on the north eastern wood perimeter has an 
informal path lying along much of the boundary.  This 
keeps the vegetation relatively open allowing increased 
light penetration and varying woodland structure.  There 
is a greater abundance of Norway maple, dogwood, old 
mans beard, bramble and yew.  Higher light levels result 
in a better-developed ground flora in which sanicle and 
dogs mercury are both locally abundant, and in which 
several species additional to those in the woods ground 
flora can be found.   
 

 
Two clearings are reclaimed from scrub, and extant 
remnants of chalk grassland which was once present 
over much of the site in the past. The larger clearing is 
largely dominated by grasses including false oat, upright 
brome and wood false-brome. Among the more abundant 
herbs are common spotted orchid, broad-leaved willow 
herb, wild strawberry, hedge bedstraw, wild marjoram 
and salad burnet. Scrub is very abundant, especially 
hawthorn, dogwood, ash, common privet and dog rose.  
 
The second glade was cleared along the railway fence 
line, towards north. The glade is much smaller and still 
does not support typical grassland flora. It is dominated 
by the regrowth of scrub species, such as privet, 
hawthorn, holly and yew. The dominant grass is wood 
false-brome. 
 

White helleborine 

Common  
Spotted-orchid 
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Some facts 

 

Location The reserve is situated on the western edge of the 
Riddlesdown SSSI next to the Croydon to Oxted railway line 
and close to Godstone Road, approximately 1km south of 
Purley town centre in the London Borough of Croydon. 
 

Area 1.9 hectares (approx.) 
 

Grid Reference TQ 331 598 
 

Access The site is open to the public at all times from Riddlesdown. 
 

Tenure Freehold held by London Wildlife Trust. 
 

Status Part of Riddlesdown Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
Part of Site of Metropolitan Importance for Nature 
Conservation (M46 Riddlesdown and Rose & Crown Chalk 
Pit) 
Metropolitan Green Belt 

Planning 

Authority 
London Borough of Croydon 
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Management Objectives 
 

 

The general long-term aims are to conserve the existing nature conservation interest 

of the reserve, and to enhance or restore this where appropriate. These aims 

incorporate the following ideal management objectives:  

 

 To restore the chalk grassland to maintain the maximum variety of plants and 

animals, particularly its most attractive, notable and indicative species, while 

preventing its loss by succession to chalk scrub and woodland 

 To connect two existing grassland glades by clearing scrub between them 

 To manage the boundary between the grassland and adjacent woodland to 

maintain a scalloped edge with scattered scrub, range of species and 

variations of age structure 

 To maintain the woodland and allow it to develop through natural succession 

 To survey and conserve the populations of rare and uncommon species 

 Determine the presence of common dormouse (legally protected) 

 To record and map the distribution of the reserve's organisms and monitor in 

sufficient detail to assess effects of management 

 To meet statutory SSSI requirements. 

 
 
 

Chalk grassland 
 
The management of the chalk grassland is the highest priority.  If grassland is left 
unmanaged it will quickly be colonised by scrub and the chalk grassland species will 
be lost as has already happened on much of the reserve.   
 
The whole grassland area should be cut each year in late summer / early autumn, 
and arisings piled in the nearby scrub. When appropriate, small patches of grassland 
will be left in order to provide shelter for invertebrates.  
 
At the same time half of the scrub on the perimetre will be cut back in scallops to 
create sheltered habitats and larger specimens of ash and sycamore will be removed 
from the woodland edge to prevent seed spreading onto the glades.  
 
To provide habitat for animals patches of scrub within the grassland glades will be 
maintained. Suitable patches will be selected based on species present, their value 
for wildlife and also their tendency to spread; and maintained rotationally so that 
young scrub patches are always present and the ones turning into mature scrub are 
removed. 
 
Over the next five years two glades along the railway boundary shall be extended to 
join them up, creating a strip of chalk grassland. This will be done by pushing back 
scrub by at least 1m on each side when annual cut is carried out. 
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Woodland 
 
Woodland occurs over most of the site and it will largely be managed by non-
intervention to allow the continued natural development.  Limited thinning will be 
carried out to encourage development of scrub layer and maintain openings. When 
doing this, care must be taken that hazel coppice, woodland orchids and badger 
setts are not affected. 
 
When resources are available, it would be advisable to conduct surveys to confirm 
presence of dormice and woodland orchid species on the site.  In the meanwhile, the 
large hazels on the site should be retained by selective limited scale coppicing as 
they may support a common dormouse population.  
 
There is currently no need to upgrade the path to the grassland patches, but it 
should be maintained in passable condition. 
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Annual work schedule 2012-17 
 

 
 April - 

June 
July - 
September 

October - 
December 

January 
- March 

Mow grassland and remove 
arisings or stack in nearby 
scrub  
 

    

Cut back scrub on margins of 
grassland 
 

    

Cut back scrub dividing the 
glades 
 

    

Selectively coppice shrubs 
around large hazels 
 

    

Create openings in canopy 
where appropriate 
 

    

Carry out monitoring of 
vegetation 
 

    

Carry out HLS monitoring 
 

    

Monitor population of white 
helleborine and green 
helleborine 
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How can you get involved? 
 
 
All you need is keen interest for working outdoors, suitable clothing and sturdy 
footwear. We will provide you with personal protective equipment and teach you how 
to safely use tools. Get in touch for details!  
 

 Managing scrub using loppers and saws 
 

 Felling small trees and coppicing hazel using hand saws 
 

 Raking arisings from mowing and piling them in nearby scrub, cutting 
grassland using strimmers 

 

 Annual grassland condition monitoring, monitoring of orchids and reptiles. 

 
 

London Wildlife Trust is the only 

charity dedicated solely to 

protecting the capital's wildlife 

and wild spaces, engaging 

London's diverse communities 

through access to our nature 

reserves, campaigning, 

volunteering and education. 

 
Get in touch!  
volunteering@wildlondon.org.uk 
 
Join London Wildlife Trust and support our work at 
www.wildlondon.org.uk 

 
 
London Wildlife Trust, 200 Union Street, London SE1 0LX 
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